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BACKGROUND
Cn the broadest sense/ evaluation has always been done. En its more narrow modern usage, "evaluation" has come tc nean the use of recently developed research tools and concepts of the social sciences to develop evaluation knowledge. What has social-science-based evaluation contributed to education? Two examples/ one of national scope/ the other local/ illustrate how such evaluations Illuminate and sometimes contradict judgments derived in Dther ways; they thus increase knowledge about what iffects the educational process and how it in turn may affect educational and social goals.
In 1959 James B. Conant published his widely read report on the American high school/ recommending/ among Dther things/ the consolidation of small high schools Into large comprehensive schools and an increased emphasis on English composition/ mathematics/ and science. His report/ based on visits to several dozen ligh schools/ was essentially the application of his judgment as an experienced educator to what he saw as Kvninal nractice in better schools in comparison withsponsible for timely dissemination.
